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THE KALIFORNSKI 

President’s Welcome 
Judy Hager 

Draji prijatelji SACO, 

Finally, some warm weather! I cannot believe Fall is only around the corner. 

We had a fantastic July picnic. Can you believe we served 400 people in 18 minutes! 
That is definitely a new record. The weather was also perfect. 

Many thanks to Maryann Bulich Schnitter and her outstanding committee and also to 
our great volunteers. The committee put in many long hours prior to and on the day of 
die event. Special thanks to our hardworking bar-b-quers and our Captain and First 
Mate, Peter and Pam Kovasich. It was great having our scholarship recipients and their 
families attend. Everyone enjoyed the music of the Novi Stari Tamburasi group. Also, a 
big thank you to the members for donating the great raffle prizes and desserts. 

We hope to have our new sound system by our next event. I’m putting out a 
call to anyone that is interested in receiving free professional training in video and au~ 
dio productions. We need 2-3 people to become our audio tech team. Please call me if 
you are interested. Attention Teenagers: great way to make extra money at outside 
events and learn a trade also. 

I hope to see you all at our Student Ambassador Exchange Program’s Second 
Fundraising Event on October 9th. More information can be found in this issue. 

If anyone has any suggestions for events please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Hvala puno for all your support. 

Your President, 

Judy 


A Little Of This and That: 

“Qpolo Vineyards” Harvest Dinner & Grape Stomp 

Friday & Saturday, October 14th &. 15th, 2016 @ 5:30 PM (sold out Saturday, waitlist 
available!). $90 Members/$110 Non-Members—Fore more information visit www,onolo.com 

2017 SACO Scholarship Procram for Hieh School Seniors S2d?t . 

Area High Schools will receive applications in January^OTfror, contact one of the following 
coordinators if you know of a high school senior who would like to apply: 

Antonio Violich: #(831) 359-0754 John Basor: (831) 254-2169 

Judy Hager: (831) 438-2188 Maryann Bulich Schnitter: (408) 828-5206 

SACO Aprons For Sale—$25.00 each 

Please help to support the SAEP program and look great while do so and will make 
wonderful Christmas gifts! If you would like to purchase one or more, please contact 
Maryann Bulich Schnitter at (408) 828-5206. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT— as of August 23, 2016 

Prepared by: Susan Radin Gallagher 



SACO Checking Acct. = $17,736.48 
I SACO Scholarship Acct. = $2,324-81 


July lO h Barbecue 

Thank you for our very successful 
barbecue! Our profit was $5,648.17! A 
check for 10% of our profit ($564.81) was 
deposited into our scholarship account. It 
was only made possible by your continued 
support. 

Also, thank you to all the families who 
brought prizes and desserts. We had a great 
variety which were enjoyed by all! Those 


AUDIO TECH PEOPLE NEEDED! 
SACO is looking for individuals interested 
in learning to be Audio Techs for our 
yearly events. Equipment is available to use 
for training purposes and for use at events. 
Please contact Mark Hager at 
mchager@gmail.com or Judy Hager at 
judymhager@earthlink.net if you would 
like to help. 


j 

Membership 

We have 192 members with 46 new members. 

We would like to recognize our new members: 

J David &. Rebecca Alaga; Louis Arbanas; John & 
j Kim Arnerich; Bill & Karen Bachan; Blane 
Bachan; Dave Bachan; Paul &. Betty Bachan; Jack 
{Batinich, Randy & Kay Lynn Benko; Brad &. 
Susan Bennett; Kenneth &. Elizabeth Bums; 
j Christine Campton; Roland &. Mario Clements; 

| Peter <Sc Jackie Copriviza; Dave and Kris 
1 Franceschi; Bonnie Furman; Vincent &. Cyndria j 
i Gizdich; Luci Basor Hazdovac; Alessio &. Laurie 
Huelga; Kean Hurley; Jef Inman; Louis & Geneva 
j Ivanovich Family; Mimi Kreeft; Michele Candia | 
j Leonard; Bill &. Patricia Majorle; Sam &. Kathy 
Mann; Nick Marinovich; David &. Steffany 
1 McCabe; Paul &. Julie Mekis; Adrienne Menduno j 
| -Ortbals; Fred &. Phyllis Meurer; JJ & Pamela Mo- j 
reno Family; Dominic &. Martha Muzzi; Suzanne 
i Novotny; Mato Paljetak; Maxine Radonich; Fran¬ 
cisco &. Susan Rodriguez; John Ruso; Richard 
! &.Mary Ruso; Jim Scurich; Michael &. Jennifer 
Scurich; Rich &. Jeanette Taylor; Scott &. Ginny 
I Taylor; Kristen Dugger Totah; and Lauren 
Vucinich. j 

Thank you for joining SACO! 


PLACE YOUR AD IN THE 
NEWSLETTER 

We would love to have you advertise your 
business and help support SACO while doing 
so. The rate for a regular size card is $50.00 per 
issue. Anything larger can be discussed. Please 
send to GeriAnne Solano-Simmons at 19 Easton 
Road, Watsonville, CA 95076 or to 
TomandGerianne@aol.com or, call (831) 724- 
1967 if you have additional questions. 
--- 


contributing families included: J. Alaga, 
Arnerich, Bloom, Bowling, S. Bulich, Del 
Pierro, Deretich, Dobler, Dugger, Eiskamp, 
Espejo, Gallagher, Hansen, Heebner, Heick, 
Jeffries, Kreeft, Leehy, Lukrich, Mann, 
McKay, P. Mekis, Menduno, Millich, Niel¬ 
sen, Radich, Sambrailo, Schimpler, Schnit- 
ter, Siefke, Simmons, Solano, Spain, Strin- 
gari, Taylor, Ukestad, Vodanovich and all 
the other donors not listed. 
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Committee: 

Judy Hager, Co-Chairman 

Maryann Bulich Schnitter. Co-Chairman 

Peter Kovacich 

Annamaric Pavlovich Dugger 

Linda Pavlovich 

Susan Radin Gallagher 

Jolene Vukasovich 

Sukc Pavlovich 

Stephanie Bulich 


The committee would like to thank all the following for their 
support and help with the July Picnic for 400 guests. It would 
not have been possible without all the volunteers: 

Louis Ivanovich: use of a barbecue pit 

Jim Jeffries: Gold Star Buick GMC. Salinas, use of a barbecue pit 
Knights of Columbus #958, Watsonville: use of their kitchen 
Corralilos Padres 
Corralitos Women’s Club 

Corralitos Community Church: use of their parking lot 

Jennifer & Jade Mingura 

Berry Bowl: strawberries 

Gonzalez Farm Labor: strawberries 

Yvonne Hager, Owner of Heather’s 

“Made to Go Coffee Food & More*’ in Scotts Valley: coffee & supplies 


Barbecucrs: 

Antonc “Tony” Scurich 
John Kusanovich 
Christopher Hager 
Peter Alaga 
Steve Siangan 

Thank You to ALL MEMBERS and GUESTS 
who donated a dessert and/or raffle prize. 
Volunteers: 


SACO’S ANNUAL JULY PICNIC ~ JULY 10, 2016 


Pam Kovacich 
Keny r Stringari 
David Schnitter 
Nevenka Radich 
Zarko Radich 
John Vodanovich 
John Alaga 
Sharon Alaga 
Yvonne Hager 
Antonio Violich 
Bob Leonardich 
Kayce Pavlovich 
Sylvia Kusanovich 
Frannie Colendich 
Stephanie Schnitier 
Jelka Basor 
Luci Basor 

Marilyn Luksich Garbutt 
Diane Luksich Hergott 
Barbara Rider 
Russ Jeffries 
Lon Dugger 


Rich Hager 
Belt)' Bobeda 
Alex Solano 
Nikole Simmons 
GeriAnnc Simmons 
Tom Simmons 
Linda Espejo 
Mike Hodges 
Tim McKay 
Jane Parks-McKay 
Charlie Ukestad 
Donna Mekis 
Charlie Banovac 
Michael Banovac 
Catherine Mifsud 
Michelle Leahy 
Malakai Hager 
Ava Totah 
Mia Totah 
Conner Taylor 
Hunter Bobeda 
Grant Bobeda 
Michelle Solano-Leahy 
Santino Leahy 
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STUDENT AMBASSADOR AND EXCHANGE PROGRAM 


OCTOBER 9 th BBQ FUNDRAISER 
By Eric Del Piero 

By the time this edition of the Kalifornski is in your hands, my wife and 1 will be in 
Croatia. We will be meeting with the Mayor, City Council and staff from Dubrovnik to 
discuss our SACO Student Ambassador and Exchange Program. Your SAEP Committee 
hopes that our first Croatian exchange students will come to the Central Coast of 
California in the summer of 2017. Our own SACO students from Monterey, Santa Cruz 
and San Benito Counties will then travel the following year to experience life in the 
Republics comprising the former Yugoslavia. 

On October 9, from 12noon to 4:00pm, the SAEP committee will have our second fund¬ 
raising event. Historically, SACO had a fall barbeque event which we are now using to 
help fund the student exchange program. Under the supervision of SACO’s esteemed 
supporter, Peter Kovacich, the menu will include hors d’oeuvres, a surf and turf entree and 
a wonderful strawberry shortcake for dessert. The location will be the Community Center 
in Corralitos, also known as Padres Hall, where the July barbeque is held. The fundraising 
barbeque will cost $35.00 for members and $40.00 for nonmembers. Children under 12 
are $15.00. Great wines and craft beer will be available, as well as a no host bar. Of 
course, all revenues will be used to help cover our student ambassadors’ expenses while 
participating in the exchange program. 

I encourage you to participate in this fun event and help by contributing to our SAEP 
sponsorships. We will soon be announcing the application process for host families to 
house our exchange students next summer. Be on the lookout for that announcement. 

For more information about the October 9th event, call 831-722-2481. Invitations have 
been mailed to all SACO members. 
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Tart 1 of 2 


Travel wit ft £uci 

aruftftispast summer, wit ft JVzfti Simmsms 

This is a continuing series of travel articles written by Luci Basor, a Watsonville native, local 
educator and world traveler. Luci and her family arc founding members of SACO and she 
enjoys writing and sharing stories of her travels to her families homeland and beyond. 




Hi everybody! 

To preface this article, l just wanted to say thank you to everyone who is a part of SACO and 
who reads about my adventures. It’s so nice to share my travel experiences, talk about the foods 
that I tried and the dungs that I did! I love to read blogs that give me tips/advice on what to see, 
do and eat, so I'm hoping that what 1 share and write about can be of some sort of help, as well 
as entertainment! The following is going to be just part 1 of mine and Niki’s adventurous sum¬ 
mer! We visited Zagreb, Ljubljana, Vienna and Prague. This one is going to be about a wedding I 
was a part of and starting our 10 journey in Zagreb, and continuing to Ljubljana, Slovenia. Vi¬ 
enna, Prague and Croatia to follow. ENJOY!:) 


Summer started off for me (Luci) with a traditional Croatian wedding. My closest cousin got married and asked me to be 
the one who takes her dowry to her new home. This is a custom done in Konavle, on the day of the wedding, where the bride-to-be 
picks one of her closest female relatives and she is responsible for taking all of the bride’s belongings and making sure everything 
arrives safely to her new home. Being a Croatian wedding, the drinking and eating started at around 10 AM, when the men from 
the groom’s side came to pick up the bride’s dowry (picture left). 1 had to go with them back to the new house, where 1 was fed and 



S vV^ (daughter of Tom & GeriAnne Solano Simmons and granddaughter of Alex & Pat Gospodnetich 
Solano) in Zagreb so that we can start off our 10 day trek of visiting 4 different countries! Zagreb is 
■ the capital of Croatia and a beautifil metropolitan city, filled with huge cathedrals (Katedrali), govern¬ 
ment buildings (Sabor, below right), the national theater (Hrvatsko Narodno Kazaliste), and gorgeous 
V squares and parks. I have several friends who live in Zagreb, so we were lucky enough to be able to 
stay with them, right near the center of the city. We had one full day there and we took advantage of 
it. We set off visiting Zrinjevac Park (left), and decided that since it was so beautiful, we were going 
buy so food and have a mini picnic. 1 am so glad we did that because not only did we eat some delicious pastries, but we also just 
sat and enjoyed the energy of the park, watching people walking throughout, as well as some musical entertainment. The largest 
square, Trg Bana Jelacica, was very lively at nighl, filled with so many people sporting checkers because it was the weekend of the 
European Soccer Cup. Because of limited time, we did not get to explore too much of Zagreb, but what we did see was beautiful, 
and is definitely a city worth visiting again! 


Ljubljana (the capital of Slovenia), our next city, is very close to 
Zagreb, so we took a 2 hour bus ride, crossed the border, got our passports 
stamped (to make it official!), and then walked from the bus station to our 
hotel. One thing that Niki and 1 did the entire 10 days, was WALK A 
LOT! So we started our walk to the center of Ljubljana (Ljubljana Grad), 
walking through small parks, past markets and along the Ljubljanica river. 
This became a familiar route for the next 2 days. The river is crossed by 
many bridges, one of which is called the Zmajski Most (Dragon Bridge), 
and another which is right in the center of Ljubljana, Tromostovje (Triple 
Bridge, right). The Triple Bridge is in the main part of the city, and is sur¬ 
rounded by the Franciscan Church, many amazing coffee shops, open air 
markets, restaurants and bakeries. We had coffee at this really cool spot 
that brought you the coffee in a small pot and you pour it into the cups 
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and add milk if you’d like (picture left). These coffee shops and restaurants became a place of refuge, 

mostly because we did not pack wisely, and it POURED the first day we got there.so we ended up 

getting soaked, to say the least. That however, did not stop us from continuing to explore to the city! 


Ljubljana (the capital of Slovenia), our next city, is very close to Zagreb, so we look a 2 hour bus ride, 
crossed the border, got our passports stamped (to make it official!), and then walked from the bus sta¬ 
tion to our hotel. One thing that Niki and I did the entire 10 days, was WALK A LOT! So we started 
our walk to the center of Ljubljana (Ljubljana Grad), walking through small parks, past markets and 
along the Ljubljanica river. This became a familiar route for the 
next 2 days. The river is crossed by many bridges, one of which 
is called the Zmajski Most (Dragon Bridge), and another which 
is right in the center of Ljubljana, Tromostovje (Triple Bridge, 
right). The Triple Bridge is in the main part of the city, and is surrounded by the Franciscan 
Church, many amazing coffee shops, open air markets, restaurants and bakeries. We had coffee 
at this really cool spot that brought you the coffee in a small pot and you pour it into the cups 
and add milk if you’d like (picture left). These coffee shops and restaurants became a place of 

refuge, mostly because we did not pack wisely, and 

it POURED the first day we got there.so we 

ended up gening soaked, to say the least. That 
however, did not stop us from continuing to explore to the city! 


The next day, since we knew it 
was not supposed to rain, we [ 
decided to hike up to the top ol 
the Ljubljana Castle (left), which 
is right outside the city. Like 1 
mentioned before, we walked a 
lot on this trip, not just because 

we wanted to, but also because we needed to since we were eating so much 
delicious food!! So, our hike began and we made it to the top of this beautiful 
castle (picture right). Over that last few centuries, the castle has had many uses, 
but now it is just a tourist site. At the lop of the castle there is a viewpoint from 
which you can see the whole city of Ljubljana. This is a recurring theme of our 
trip, hiking/walking up to the top of any mountain or tower we could, mainly 
because die view of the cities we saw, were truly magical. When you’re in a city 
like Zagreb, Ljubljana, Vienna, Prague and Dubrovnik (next newsletter), being in the center of die city is one thing, but standing out¬ 
side of it, looking down on the magnitude and beauty of each of 
them, is just as equally life changing and breaditaking. You also see 
and learn a lot about the cities, that you wouldn’t see if you just 
stayed within it. From the Ljubljana Castle, you could see the out¬ 
skirts consisting of huge gardens and grass fields, mountains, man¬ 
sions, and factories. 

Over the course of die two days we were in Ljubljana, we visited 
open air markets that sold everything from fish, to cheese, to ghee, 
fruits, vegetables, and handmade crafts. We ate at several restau¬ 
rants along the river, one of them being 
Promenada, where we had homemade 

gnocchi and Ljubljanski zrezek (meat cutlet), had ice cream at Cacao, and one of the biggest and most sweet¬ 
est crepes ever!! After all of the walking (mostly in the rain), enjoying coffee by the river, and walking 
throughout this small, yet magnificent city, our time came to an end as we embarked on the next phase of 
our adventure...VIENNA!!! 


Stay tuned!:) 
-Luci and Niki 
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Language Corner 

By: John Basor 

Teacher, Aptos/Santa Cruz/Watsonville Adult Education 


Unlike English, Croatian has no silent letters. Almost every letter is pronounced as it is written, i.e. one 
prapheme = one phoneme. Each vowel can be either short or long. 


Numbers (continued): 


Ten 

Eleven 

Twelve 

Thirteen 

Fourteen 

Fifteen 

Sixteen 

Seventeen 

Eighteen 

Nineteen 

Twenty 

Twenty-one 

Twenty-two 

Thirty 

Forty 

Fifty 

Sixty 

Seventy 

Eighty 

Ninty 

One Hundred 
One Thousand 
One Million 


deset 

jedanaest 

dvanaest 

trinaest 

cetmaest 

petnaest 

sesnaest 

sedamnaest 

osamnaest 

devetnaest 

dvadeset 

dvadeset (i) jedan 
dvadeset (i) dva 
trideset 
cetrdeset 
pedeset 
sezdeset 
sedamdeset 
osamdeset 
devedeset 
sto 
tisuca 
milijun 


Times: 


What time is it? 

Koliko je sati? 

It is...9 o’clock 

Sada je ... devet sati 

...half past four 

...cetiri I trideset or ceteri I pol 

...a quarter to one 

...petnaest do jedan 

...20 minutes past five 

...pet 1 dvadeset 

Noon 

podne 

Midnight 

ponoc 

Today 

danas 

Tomorrow 

sutra 

Yesterday 

jucer 

Hour 

sat 

Day 

dan 

Week 

tjedan 

Weekend 

vikend 
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COMMUNITY CORNER: 

Interview with 

Tyler Sambrailo 

Right Guard for the Denver Broncos (NFL) 
2016 Super Bowl Champions 


SACO 



Growing up in Watsonville, what are some of your memories? 

As a child living in a small agricultural community, you knew everyone, 
kids of your parents' friends. It was a great place for a childhood. 


l attended Notre Dame Elementary, but you knew the 


Everything—soccer, basketball, baseball, football. Football began with flag football. In high school at St. Francis 1 played basket¬ 
ball, baseball, and football. 


Have you had any other family member play college sports? . , ... 

Grandpa Bill played football at Santa Clara. My dad was a pole vaulter at the University of Colorado. Kiersten, my sister, 
played volleyball at Oregon State. 

Which pro athletes did you admire growing up? ... , . . 

1 was a 49er fan. I watched Joe Staley, a left tackle, and tried to imitate him. I liked watching Brian Urlacher, a linebacker, 
because he was an aggressive player. 

Share some recollections of your Grandparents Bill and Eileen. . , 

Taking trips with them was fun. Skiing in Squaw Valley and Heavenly, going to 49er games and Heli Hiking in Canada. 


Have you ever visited Croatia? 
No, but I would like to some day. 


Where is your family from in Croatia? 

From the rConavle Valley, 

When did you first realize you might have an opportunity tojplay on a professional level? 

; Cc' 1 ' T ' ’ 


iportunity to play on a protessional level: 

University. There is a rating website which forecasts your draft ability 
At the ena of the season I was contacted by sports agents. It was a drea 


It was during my Junior Season at Colorado State 

amongst peers in your position. I was in the 80s. At the end of the season I was contacted by sports agents. It was a dream at 
first, but became real when the agents noticed my abilities. 1 played well as a Junior and Senior. I played in the Senior Bowl. 

Please share some memories of your draft experience? 

1 was invited to the NFL Scouting Combine in Indianapolis which is a job interview and the beginning of the draft process. In 
May 1 was drafted in the second round, 59th overall, by the Denver Broncos. On draft day 1 received a text from Peyton 
Manning welcoming me to the team, and said to gel ready to play. That was special. 

What is the biggest difference between College and NFL football playing on the field? 

Well, the biggest differences are less reaction time and less margin lor error. Tackle is more difficult in the passing game and 
with the interior line you face larger players which makes the running game more challenging. 

What community service activities do you and the Broncos support? 

Every Tuesday there are voluntary community sendee projects for team members. We visit hospitals, 
make appearances at football camps, and visit Boys’ & Girls 1 Clubs. 

If you were not playing football, what would you choose as your vocation? 

Well, I majored in Finance so that would be the area 1 would pursue. 

What was one of the most important lessons you learned from your mother and father which 
helped you become a professional football player? 

Oh, I like that one. My mom helped me develop skills to minimize distractions off the field allowing 
me to be organized so I would have time to focus on football. My dad never let me quit anything 
teaching me to battle through adversity. I had to finish the season and then I could decide whether to 
."\continue or not. 

ank you Tyler for being our first “Community Corner” interview. If anyone would like to submit 
an interview with a community member who has an accomplishment to spotlight, please contact 
GeriAnne Solano-Simmons, Editor, for consideration. 




I 
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RESEARCHING FAMILIES OF THE PAJARO VALLEY 


Dear SACO members: 

Starling in 2003,1 started documenting the history of the Slavic immigration to the Pajaro Valley. Early in this project I learned 
that, by far, the most information on this group was in the microfilms of the Watsonville newspapers. But this information is tedious 
to find because every' line of every newspaper must be read. Between 2005 and 2013, with the help of Bill Locke-Paddon and the 
Borina Foundation, I received a total of $64,000 to fund the microfilm research by hiring professionals. It was also agreed that the 
text extracted from the newspapers would be printed into book form. And so part of this money was used to print 25 books to be 
placed at no charge into various archives and libraries both here and in Croatia. 

I managed these funds, edited, indexed and designed the books and 1 received no compensation for any part of the project. The first 
book, entitled “The Slav Community of Watsonville, California: As reported in old newspapers (1881-1920)” came out in 2011.1 
am now working on its sequel, which will cover newspaper articles of the 1920s. This 2nd book will run to around 1400 pages in 
two volumes. 

The main reason behind these books is to provide material for future historians and genealogists who might be looking for informa¬ 
tion on the Slavs of the Pajaro Valley. The old newspaper articles cover over 90% of the available history of these people but no 
historian or genealogist has the time, money or inclination to spend thousands of hours looking through those microfilms. And these 
books have been intentionally placed where people can find them in the future. They are in all the main genealogy and historical 
archives, including the Library' of Congress. Both books will eventually be downloadable free from the Internet; the first book al¬ 
ready is: www.croatia-in-english.com/slavbook/siavbook.pdf. 

The 2nd book is now around 80% complete. In the back of this book will be 30-40 pages of photos of the Slav families that were 
here in the 1920s. I have photos of most families but some are still missing or the photos 1 have are of very poor quality. For exam¬ 
ple, there are very few photos of Resetars (except for the family of Antone Resetar whose photos I copied from his daughter, Mary 
Resetar Signorino). Also, 1 have found very' few photos of the Butier families, and the ones I have are not of good quality. There are 
very few photos of Ivelich, Dujmovich, Salamunovich, Drpicli/Derpich, Ucovich, and Podich. Please help me find photos of these 
families. The more complete and representative this book is, the more useful it will be to historians and genealogists. 

If you would like a copy of this 2nd book (in 2 volumes), please let me know. Just like with the first book, you will pay before the 
book is printed, and I will deliver it to you when it’s done. The cost will be the exact price of printing and shipping—no profit is 
made from these books. I don’t know the exact amount right now but it will be around $80-90. Please understand that if you order a 
book, it should be only for the benefit of you and your family. You are not helping me financially, and you are not helping “the 
cause” in any way (because there is no “cause” to help). You should buy a book because you want a physical book for you and your 
descendants to look at and enjoy, and for no other reason unless perhaps as a gift. 

To order a book, call, write or email to me and I will put you on a list. 1 will ask you to pay (and will give you the exact amount) 
right before the book goes to print. This will be sometime next year. 

In other news: 

All of the old Kalifomski newsletters, from the beginning in 1979 up to 1990, are available in the Watsonville main librai^. 1 
suggest to anyone interested in history to read through this collection. You will find how the group was started and organized, 
articles from people who had recently returned from traveling to Yugoslavia, recipes and more. Of particular interest to me were the 
early “Letters from the President,” the president being Pat Gospodnetich Solano at the time. Her messages to the YACO member¬ 
ship were uplifting and stimulating, and clearly show some of the original ideas behind the early organization. Some excerpts of 
these “Letters” can be found here: www.croatia-in-english.com/yaco/. If you do not have access to the Internet, let me know and I 
will mail you the text on paper. 

Tom Ninkovich 
311 Main St., #777 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
831/247-4456 

tom@croatia-in-english.com 







vie American Cultural 
Organization 

P.O. BOX 226 
Watsonville, CA 95077 

A Non-Profit, Non-Religious & 
Non-Political Organization 
Established in 1979 


MONTHLY BOARD MEETINGS 
members and the public are welcome! 

The SACO Board of Directors currently meets the 3rd Tuesday ; 
* pf every month at the Driscoll Strawberry Assoc, office located 
on Westridge Drive, Building #300, Watsonville, CA from 
7:00-9:00 PM. We hope to see you there! 



All contributions are tax 
deductible with the meaning of 
Section 501 (c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code 
Federal Tax LD.A94-2885274 


SACO Board of Directors 

2016-2018 

President: ludv Hager 
judymhageT@eanhlink.nev, (831)438-2188 
V/ce-Pres/dent: Betty Bobeda 
hobeda@sbcglobaLnel 
Secretary: Kerry Stringari 
gigo@baymoon.com 
Treasurer: Susan Rad in Gallagher 
suzgalla@aol.com 

Publicity Director Nikole Simmons 
nikok<wimmom@gmaiLcom 
Parliamentarian: Stephanie Bulich 
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SACO’s (formerly “YACO”) HISTORY 



This year saw a vast increase jn err avrmbarship as we put on several 
cothicks, provided interesting gue&t speakers and slide presentations, 
held oar first elections, organised abus trip to the Duquesne University 
Temburitzan p srforsanee at Flint Center in Cupertino, awarded YACO 
scholarships tor the first time, and finally incorporated YACO as a 
California Non-Profit Corporation. 

One of the best programs we had was a “reminiscing roundtable” 
discussion featuring Nick Derpich and Simon Radov who provided very 
moving oral histories of Watsonville Slavonians. 

We had two major social events. The first was our first annual July 
Picnic, which drew over 500 people. It was a lot of work, and we 
approached it with trepidation as our treasury was very meager at that 
time. We charged $5 per adult for a barbequed skirt steak dinner with 
all the trimmings. Including the the raffle, the picnic raised $2,400profit 
for YACO. Those of us who worked on the picnic were both proud and 

exhilarated at our success. To make that kind of money for our club and 
to charge only $5 for the meal was a credit to all of those who worked so 
hard. At the end of the day, the work crew paused under the tress at the 
picnic grounds for an “afterglow party” It truly was a wonderful feeling 
to reflect not only on the success of the day, but to see how far we had 
come in building YACO. 

The other major event of the year was our Christmas Party, held on 
December 7, which drew over 300 people. It was also YACO’s first 
dinner/dance which featured George Ruzich’s Tamburitza Orchestra. 

At the end of 1980, YACO was firmly cemented as a solid organization. 


Patricia Gospodnetich Solano has been kind enough to share the former 
YACO’s 10 th Anniversary Commemorative Book with us. We will publish excerpts from the book in future issues. 

Please Enjoy! 















































